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Mission of the Administration for Native Americans (ANA)
 
ANA promotes the goal of self-sufficiency for Native Americans by providing funding for community based 
projects, training, and technical assistance to eligible tribes and native organizations.  Those tribes and organi-
zations represent nearly 4.3 million individuals.  To achieve this mission, funding is provided on a competitive 
basis through discretionary grants.  

ANA Goals

The major goals of ANA are to: 

Foster the development of stable, diversified local economies and economic activities that will provide jobs, 
promote economic well-being, and reduce dependency on public funds and social services.
Support local access to, control of, and coordination of services and programs that safeguard the health and 
well-being of people and are essential to a thriving and self-sufficient community.
Increase the number of projects involving youth and intergenerational activities in Native American commu-
nities.

Philosophy of the Administration for Native Americans 

ANA’s philosophy of native self-sufficiency is based on the following core beliefs:

ANA believes a native community is self-sufficient when it can generate and control the resources necessary 
to meet its social and economic goals and the needs of its members.
ANA believes the responsibility for achieving self-sufficiency resides with the native governing bodies and 
local leadership.
ANA believes progress toward self-sufficiency is based on efforts to plan and direct resources in a compre-
hensive manner consistent with long-range goals.

ANA Program Areas and Eligibility 

ANA’s grant programs include Social and Economic Development Strategies (SEDS), Environmental Regu-
latory Enhancement, and Native Language and Preservation.  SEDS is ANA’s broadest program, accepting 
proposals for an almost unlimited range of social, cultural, governance, and economic development purposes.  
Environmental Regulatory Enhancement is designed to build the capacity of native communities to identify, 
plan and develop environmental programs in a manner consistent with native culture.  ANA language programs 
are helping native communities to ensure the survival and functional use of their native languages.  

Eligible ANA Applicants
 
Section III of the program announcement for each program area provides eligibility information.  Please note 
eligibility requirements are not the same for each program area, so please check the respective published pro-
gram announcement for specifics as well as any changes, additions, or further requirements.
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Program Areas

Section I of the program announcement provides additional information on each funding opportunity.  
Award information, including each year’s estimated total program funding, the expected number of awards, and 
project floor and ceiling amounts can be found at the beginning of Section II in the program announcements.
Below find brief descriptions of each program area:

Social and Economic Development Strategies (SEDS) 
 
ANA promotes social and economic self-sufficiency in communities and assists tribal organizations to 
build self-government capacity through SEDS grants.  These are competitive financial assistance grants that 
support locally determined and designed projects to reduce or eliminate community problems and achieve 
community goals.  This approach to promoting self-sufficiency encourages communities to shift away from 
programs that result in dependency on services and move toward projects that increase community and indi-
vidual productivity through community development. 
 
SEDS grants fund social and economic development projects in on- and off-reservation native communities 
and implement the policy of committing the federal government to foster self-determination and self-gov-
ernance for Native American people.  The governance component under the SEDS program assists tribes 
with the development and implementation of projects that support and enhance tribal governing capabilities.  
Governance funding is only available to tribes. 
 
Additional information related specifically to economic development, social development, and governance 
projects can be found at the end of Section I of the program announcement. 

Language Preservation and Maintenance 
 
Recognizing that the history of federal policies toward Indian and other Native American people has re-
sulted in a dramatic decrease in the number of Native American languages that have survived over the past 
500 years, Congress enacted the Native American Languages Act (Public Laws 101-477 and 102-524).  The 
intent of the Act is to assist tribes to reverse this decline.  Additionally, in 2006, Congress passed the Esther 
Martinez Native American Languages Preservation Act (Public Law 109-394).  The law amends the Native 
American Programs Act of 1974 to provide for the revitalization of Native American languages through Na-
tive American language immersion programs and for other purposes. 
 
ANA believes language preservation and continuation are two of the first steps taken in preserving a com-
munity’s culture and strengthening a sense of community.  Use of native language builds identity and assists 
communities to move toward social cohesion and self-sufficiency.  ANA encourages applicants to involve 
elders and other community members in determining proposed language project goals in implementing proj-
ect activities.  An applicant may collaborate with a school or university.  However, the native applicant will 
have the primary responsibility, including financial responsibility. 
 
ANA funding provides opportunities to assess, plan, develop, and implement projects to ensure the survival 
and continuing vitality of native languages. 
 

�.

�.

Overview of the Administration 
for Native Americans Introduction to Project  

Planning and DevelopmentTable of Contents



Page �
Produced by the Administration for Native Americans

Environmental Regulatory Enhancement 
 
Tribes are taking increased responsibility for protecting reservation resources and dealing with environ-
mental issues.  This growing awareness of environmental issues on Indian lands has not been matched by 
resources available to tribes for developing native environmental programs in response to native needs.  
ANA’s environmental regulatory enhancement grants provide tribes with resources to develop legal, techni-
cal, and organizational capacities for protecting their natural environments. 
 
Environmental Regulatory Enhancement focuses on strengthening tribal governments or organizations 
through capacity building to identify, plan, develop and implement environmental programs in a manner 
consistent with tribal culture for Native American communities.  The links between tribal sovereignty, orga-
nizational capacity and protection of the environment are central components of the Environmental Regula-
tory Enhancement program.  Applicants are required to describe a land base or other resources (a river or 
body of water, for example) over which they exercise jurisdiction as part of their application. 
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